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Sunpay, Mar 1, 2016 SixtH Sunpar oF Easter
Put out the welcome mat
There’s an old saying, “You can’t go home again,” taken from
the title of a novel by Thomas Wolfe. It means things change and
sometimes people get disconnected from their pasts. During this
Year of Mercy, Catholics are called upon to remedy this notion and
welcome back anyone who has been away from the church or who
feels alienated for any reason. Open your heart and arms and invite
everyone to come together for Christ’s own return as well as ours
to an eternal home.
ToODAY’S READINGS: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23;
Johmn 14:23-29 (57). “1 am going away and I will come back to you.”

Monbay, Mar 2
Feast oF ATHANASIUS, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Devotion will see you through
Back in 325, it must have seemed to Athanasius that life was noth-
ing but conflict and headache. As a leader of the early church of
the influential city of Alexandria, he had heresies to put down and
emperors to resist. He was known as Athanasius Contra Mundum
(Athanasius Against the World) but soon after his death he was
called “Pillar of the Church” by early leaders who followed. He
was known as a pastoral man of deep devotion, with the heart of a
monastic. Make sure you have devotional practices that sustain you
when the going gets tough.

TopAY’s READINGS: Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26—16:4a (291).

“I have told you this so that you may not fall away.”

TuespAY, MAY 3 Feast oF PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES
Show me the way to go home
Philip and James were called by Jesus to join the band of followers
we have come to know as the apostles. The relics of these two men
were rediscovered together during a 19th-century reconstruction of
Rome’s Basilica of the Twelve Apostles. Tradition holds that James
was clubbed to death for preaching the Good News; today he is con-
sidered the patron saint of the dying. You could think of Philip as the
patron saint of all who need direction. His human need for guidance
and reassurance is encouragement to never give up—even at the risk
of appearing foolish—in your efforts to find the Lord.
TopAY’s READINGS: I Corinthians 15:1-8; John 14:6-14 (561).
“Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough.”

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 EASTER WEEKDAY

God’s mercy knows no limits

After his visit to “pagan” Athens, Saint Paul wrote, “As I walked
around looking carefully at your shrines, I even discovered an altar

inscribed, “To an Unknown God,’ ” at which point he goes on to
preach the Risen Christ. Our church has moved well beyond perse-
cution of those who believe differently or do not believe at all—and
beyond mere tolerance as well, to nonjudgmental acceptance. Pope
Francis said, “This is the fundamental thing—that God’s mercy
has no limits . . . The issue for those who do not believe in God
is to obey their conscience. Sin, even for those who have no faith,
exists when people disobey their conscience.” Does your personal
attitude toward nonbelievers reflect God’s mercy?
ToDAY’S READINGS: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; John 16:12-15 (293).
“In Him we live and move and have our being,” as even some of
your poets have said.”

THURsDAY, Mar 5
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
A history lesson to remember
“Never again!” is a phrase that refers to the atrocity of the Ho-
locaust and a call to guard against such a horror being repeated.
But atrocities are happening in today’s world, to scores of people
who are persecuted, driven from their homes, and killed because of
who they are. Writer Anne Roiphe asserts, “ ‘Never again!” is not a
tribal statement. It is a prayer for the safety of all peoples, every-
where.” On this Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day,
remember this phrase in your prayers and let it drive acts of mercy
to all those in need today.

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23 ov Hebrews 9:24-

28; 10:19-23; Luke 24:46-53 (58). “Repentance for the forgiveness

of sins would be preached in lbis name to all the nations, beginning

firom Jerusalem.”

FriDAY, MAY 6  Easter WEEKDAY
Honor those who brought you the gospel
Saint Francois de Laval (1623-1708) was the first bishop of New
France, a territory that included most of what is now Canada,
much of upper New England, and all the Mississippi Valley. He
was committed to evangelization and education and was a great
pastor, especially among the native peoples. He was beatified by
Pope John Paul II in 1980 and granted “equivalent canonization”
on April 3, 2014 by Pope Francis, who said on the occasion of the
canonization, “Honoring those who endured suffering to bring us
the gospel means being ready ourselves to fight the good fight of
faith with humility, meekness, and mercy in our daily lives. And
this bears fruit.” Who brought the gospel to your home? Honor
them and you will bear fruit.

ToDAY’S READINGS: Acts 18:9-18; Johmn 16:20-23 (295). “Very truly

1 tell you, my Eather will give you whatever you ask in my name.”

SATURDAY, MAY 7 EASTER WEEKDAY
Sing Alleluia!
Tradition has it that Saint Gregory the Great heard angels chant-
ing the first three lines of the Marian antiphon, Regina Caeli, on
Easter morning. “Joy to you, O Queen of Heaven. / The One you
were worthy to bear / has risen as he said. / Pray for us to God,”
with each line followed by “Alleluia!” That last word—Hebrew for
“praise God!”—even sounds joyous, especially after not hearing
it all of Lent. Pulled out your rosary lately? Let Mary share with
you her exultation, and let a joyous mood wash over you today, for
others’ sake. You can hear this brief chant here.
ToDAY’S READINGS: Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28 (296). “The
Father bimself loves you, because you have loved me.”
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